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An unusual
request for a
worthy cause

25 YEARS AGO
FLOCK-BUSTERS in Leicestershire have exploded into action
to rid a city beauty spot of
airborne invaders.
The menace – millions of
starlings which fly in from the
county after feeding, to roost in
the city – has taxed the brains
of biologists and park rangers
for years.
Now, the rangers at Abbey
Park have resorted to using
bangers to break up the
enormous flocks and scare
them away.
The birds’ acidic droppings
not only kill grass, shrubs and
saplings, but have made
several paths in the park
dangerous to walk on – and the
smell is appalling.
The sheer weight of the
massed roosting flocks is also
wrecking
ancient
trees,
tearing the branches from
them and sending them
crashing to the ground.
Park ranger Mr Dave Pick
explained: “We have had to
resort to bangers, which are
10 times louder than a normal
firework, before the park is
completely ruined.
“It is against the council’s
policy to kill the starlings, so
if the bangers do not work, it
will be back to the drawing
board.”
The rangers plan to set off the
bangers at 10-minute intervals
after the park is closed for the
evening.

50 YEARS AGO
POLICE
in Leicestershire
are expecting to be called soon
to deal with the tangled wrecks
of a large-scale accident pile-up
on the new stretch of M1
motorway through the county.
But they are geared to deal
with the emergency – which is
being planned by senior
officers under Superintendent
R B Antill at their Leicester
headquarters.
It is because the accident will
be a mock-up of the type they
may have to cope with when
the new section of M1 opens
later this year.
First on the scene at the mock
crash will be patrolmen in
familiar white Jaguars, who
will be part of an elite
motorway patrol.
Their job will be to divert
traffic, call out emergency
services and do all they can to
help survivors.
Leicestershire police are
planning to have five 120mph
patrol cars driven by advanced
drivers along the 40-mile
county section of M1.
Unlike other forces on M1
patrols, Leicestershire police
cars will travel light.
The new police patrol cars,
which are to be delivered in the
spring, will have a new look.
Just like American highway
patrol cars, they will have a
police crest on the side panels
for easy identification by
motorists.

‘THE ATMOSPHERE WAS ELECTRIC’: Alan Lancaster, Leicester Boys’ centre half, assisted by Ken Hincks and Dave Barnett,
two other defenders, prepare to repel the Stockton Boys’ attack at Filbert Street, Leicester, on May 11, 1946, before 35,000 fans

When schoolboy football
champs did the city proud
I

f, on May 11, 1946, you were
scratching your head
wondering where your
home delivery of the
Leicester Mercury had got
to,
then
reader
Trevor
Waldrom has a rather belated
apology to make.
“In 1946, I was a 10-year-old
paper boy. Unfortunately, the
customers received the papers
late from me. On that day, I
went to the Filbert Street
football ground to watch the
final of the school boys’ trophy
for England,” writes Mr
Waldrom, of Narborough.
You can perhaps forgive Mr
Waldrom, because it was quite
a match.
The Leicester Boys team,
aged from 12 to 14, managed by
Jack Curtis and I H Dickson,
had hammered in 44 goals in
seven games to get to the
national final of the Schools’
Football Association Trophy to
face Stockton Boys.
The final was over two-legs.
The first leg was played in
front of 35,000 spectators, shoehorned into Filbert Street, the
biggest crowd for years.
The match was a lock-out,
with spectators scrambling on
to wall and roof to catch the
action.

HOMECOMING HEROES: Team captain Maurice Hallam
and Lord Mayor Coun Worthington hold the English Schools
Football Association trophy at Leicester Town Hall in May 1946
The Leicester Evening Mail of
the day reported: “The crowd
was so packed on the
touchlines that the police had
to hold up play to clear a way
for throw-ins to be taken.”
Team manager Jack Curtis
later
remembered:
“The
atmosphere was electric. It
was the first year after the war
and people had been starved of
entertainment.
“Here were Leicester in the

final for the very first time. It
was really something.”
Indeed it was: Leicester Boys
beat Stockton 4-1.
The second leg was away at
Ayresome Park, Middlesbrough – but Leicester won
that as well: 3-0 (aggregate
score 7-1), in front of another
30,000 crowd.
The North-Eastern Evening
Gazette of the day had to admit
“a second half hat-trick by

Slynn, Leicester Boys’ centre
forward, sounded the death
knell to Stockton Boys’ hopes”.
This national success must
have been a rare excuse for
Leicester to celebrate. It was
1946, and the papers were still
full of the gloom of possible
bread-rationing
and
“the
strain on Britain’s economy”
from the Second World War.
So, when the boys returned
with the trophy, they travelled
through the city to the Town
Hall in an open lorry, which
elbowed through “the great
crowd
which
completely
blocked the road”.
At the Town Hall, each boy
walked out on to the balcony,
and
shook
hands
with
dignitaries, as the trophy was
shown to the chanting crowd.
“You have come home in
triumph,”
Lord
Mayor
Councillor C E Worthington
told the lads. “I need hardly say
how delighted are the people of
Leicester you have acquitted
yourself so magnificently.
“The example which you have
set will be of great help
throughout the schools and
youth organisations in the
city,” said the Lord Mayor.
The young lads had done the
city proud.

I’VE received an unusual but
nonetheless important request
from reader Tracey Dene
Powell.
Last year, Tracey premiered a
play she wrote, Phantom Love,
in her village of Whissendine,
Rutland. It was such a success
she will be taking her show to
Leicester’s Curve for a one-off
performance on February 4.
Tracey says: “It’s amazing – a
dream come true. The reaction
we got to the show last year
was phenomenal. We had the
audience in tears.”
The hour-long musical is
about love in the trenches
during the First World War,
where guardian angels send
messages to the soldiers’ loved
ones. The show is being seen as
a tribute to the soldiers in this
special Great War centenary
year.
The cast of seven includes
young actors from Catmose
College,
Oakham.
The
performance will raise money
for Leicestershire and Rutland
Cancer Support Group and
Loros.
However, with less than a
month to the performance,
Tracey asks: “I am in need of an
authentic First World War
trench-coat to use. If someone
can loan me the use of such a
coat, that would be fantastic!
“I would be delighted to speak
to anyone who can help, on
01664 474437 or via:

tdp.music@btinternet.com

■ Phantom Love will be
performed
at
2.15pm
and 7.30pm, on Tuesday,
February 4, at Curve, Leicester.
Tickets are £10 for adults, £7
concessions and £5 for groups
of more than 20. A £3 transaction fee may apply online:

www.curveonline.co.uk/

GET IN TOUCH: Got something to say
about the good old days or a smashing
old photo to share?
Contact Mr Leicester at Leicester
Mercury, St. George Street, Leicester.
LE1 9FQ, or e-mail:
mrleicester@leicestermercury.co.uk
■ All loaned items will be returned.

